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SUBJECT: MRS. GANDHI'S INTERVIEW WITH INDIAN JOURNALISTS 
IN KINGSTON 

1. IN ADDITION TO THE MAY 1 AP INTERVIEW (WHICH WE ASSUME 
DEPT HAS SEEN) IN WHICH SHE REPORTEDLY SAID THE LIFTING OF 
THE US ARMS EMBARGO "QUEERED THE PITCH" FOR NORMALIZATION 
OF RELATIONS ON THE SUBCONTINENT, MRS. GANDHI GAVE A 
SEPARATE INTERVIEW MAY 2 TO INDIAN CORRESPONDENTS IN KINGSTON 
FOR THE COMMONWEALTH PRIME MINISTER'S CONFERENCE. 

SHE REPORTEDLY TOLD THEM, "WE WOULD PREFER THEM (THE UNITED STATES) 

NOT TO GIVE ARMS TO PAKISTAN AND WE HAVE MADE OUR POSITION 

VERY CLEAR THAT IT INCREASES TENSIONS, BUT I DON'T THINK 

THAT IS A REASON FOR US TO BREAK RELATIONS (WITH THE UNITED 

STATES) OR TAKE ANY SUCH EXTREMIST STEP." ALSO, WITH 

REGARD TO RUMORS OF A CANCELLATION OF PRESIDENT FORD'S 

VISIT TO INDIA, SHE "FIRMLY" SAID, "THERE IS NO CHANGE 

IN OUR ATTITUDE." 

2. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS REPORTS, MRS. GANDHI ALSO COMMENTED 
THAT THERE HAD BEEN A BASIC DIFFERENCE OF APPROACH TOWARDS 
VIETNAM FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS. "WE HAVE SAID FROM THE 
BEGINNING THAT THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT AND I MYSELF ARE NOT 
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HAVE SAID THIS MANY TIMES. BUT HOW CAN YOU PREVENT WHAT 
ANOTHER COUNTRY WANTS? COMMUNISM HAS ITS BAD POINTS. SO 
HAVE OTHER TYPES OF DICTATORSHIPS. I DON'T THINK WE CAN 
INTERFERE IN THAT." ALSO, "DR. HO CHI MINH WAS NO DOUBT 
A COMMUNIST. BUT HE COULD BE LIKE MARSHAL TITO. IT WOULD NOT 
HAVE BEEN THE CHINESE WAY HAD VIETNAM BEEN ALLOWED TO 
DEVELOP ITS OWN INTERNATIONAL PERSONALITY." SHE ADDED, ON THE 
DOMINO THEORY, "IT DEPENDS ON HOW STRONG EACH NATION IS 
IN ITSELF. THAT IS THE ONLY GUARANTEE. THAT IS WHY IN 
INDIA WE BELIEVE SO STRONGLY IN DEMOCRACY. WITH ALL ITS 
WEAKNESSES, WE FEEL WE ARE BUILDING IN THESE FUTURE GUARANTEES 
WITH THE PEOPLE. THEN THEY WILL NOT BE EASILY PRESSURIZED OR 
MOLDED INTO SOMETHING THAT STIFLES THEIR OWN GROWTH." 

3. ON INDIA'S FOREIGN RELATIONS IN GENERAL, MRS. 

GANDHI STATED, "WE WILL NEVER PROBABLY AGREE ON EVERY POINT WITH 
ANY SINGLE NATION BUT WE SHOULD FIND AREAS WHERE WE 
CAN COOPERATE. "SAXBE 
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